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Surges tu pallidus Ajax 

Difturus dubia pro libertate, Bubulco 

Fudice—rumpe mifer tenfum jecur, ut tibi lufco 

Figantur virides [calarum gloria Palme. JuVENAL. 


SATURDAY, Fune 19th. 


To the BRITON. 


SIR, 


SHALL not enquire’ whether you are a 
North Briton, a South Briton, or an Antient 
Briton, but I fhall venture to pronounce with 
your antagonift, that you are little better than 
( a Foolifh Briton, for having undertaken a tafk 
; S=t0Z) at once fo odious and impracticable. Had you 
ftood forth the champion of any particular minifter however re- 
{pectable he might be in point of real charaéter, I fhould confider 
you as a fort of Don Quixote in humanity, ‘going to encounter the 
wind-mills of popular clamour and abufe, which it is the paffion 
and privilege of an Englith mob to raife and difcharge at all admi-~ 
niftrations, But in taking up the cudgels for a minifter who hap- 
pened to be born on the north-fide of the Tweed, I know not 
whether you moft excite my pity or indignation. All you can fay, 


Sir, in his juftification, may be anfwered in one word, and that 
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wwérd thall be unanfwerable: it thall have more efficacy than the 
ApRACADABRA, or any talifman that ever necromancy contrived. 
‘SHoucp you affert that L—d B—te is a man of worth and pro- 
bity, and challenge his bittereft enemies to produce “one inftance 
to the prejudice of his moral character ; fhould you declare that 
his abilities are equal to his integrity ; fhould you defy the Moni- 
tor, and his crew of affociates, to point out one error or negleé, 
or mark of timidity in his adminiftration, to trace the leaf fign of 
corruption in his heart, rapacity in his difpofition, or partiality 
in the diftribution of his favours; fhould you affirm, that his loy- 


alty and attachment have been proved in a long courfe of the moft 


faithful and important fervices; that as the fovereign can have no 
intereft independent of the happinefs of his people, and as he has 
owned and evinced a heart that is truly Britith, the minifter who 
implanted, will endeavour to cultivate thefe fentiments; that his 
duty and intereft will coincide in exerting his beft endeavours for 
the fervice and welfare of England, where he pofleffes an ample 
fortune, and is intimately allied with the beft families of the king- 
dom; for, where his chief fubftance is, there his heart ought to 
be. IT anfwer, All this may be very true, but I will filence you 
‘“ with one word; he is a—Scofchman.” This isa term which 
implies every thing that is vile and deteftable. 

I reareMBER a conteft between two phyficians who made 
intereft for being elected to the fervice of a certain hofpital in the 
city; an honett fifh-monger accofting one of the candidates, ex- 
prefled his fatisfa&tion, that the doctor’s opponent was a man of 
a worfe character than himielf. The candidate, furprifed at this 
declaration, eagerly defired to know in what particular; when the 
citizen gravely replied, “* The worft they can fay of you is, that 
«* you are an Atheift, and a § te, but your competitor is a 
* Scotchman.’ It a player introduces in a ‘farce, a very great 
feoundrel in the character of a Scotchman, you fee with what ea- 
gernefs the good people of England croud to the performance; 


you hear with what fhouts they applaud the piece. ‘Whether 
this be the character of the Scots in general, they care not to re- 


fiect, but chuckle with particular pleafure over the national in- 
dignity; and in this particular alone, countenance and encourage 
the defamer, whom they hold to be equally ftupid and infamous 
in every other refpect. If a forcigner ‘of no extraordinary cha- 
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racter, fhould undertake a public work, he is permitted to finifh 
his undertaking in peace; but if a native of North Briton, who 
has diftinguifhed himfelf by his ingenuity, fhould be employed upon 
a fubfequent tafk of the fame nature, all the mouths of clamour 
are immediately opened. Pamphlets are written, and prints caft 
off to revile and ridicule his chara&ter, and every ale-houfe rings 
with his reproach. What has this miferable artift done? is any 
doubt made of his capacity? is any exception taken to his mo- 
rals? No: what then? he is a Scotchman, and that includes re- 
probation. 

SHOULD you plead againft the prefcription, that the Scots and 
we are fellow-fubjects, incorporated by a folemn and conftitu- 
tional treaty of union, intitling them to every right and privilege 
which any other Briton enjoys: that for more than a century 
paft, they have been indifcriminately employed in the army, in 
the navy, and in the ftate: that they have borne the firft offices in 
the cabinet, and in the field, and generally executed their refpec- 
tive trufts with diligence and fidelity. To thefe hints I reply, 
that you may as’ well lull a tempeft with a whifper, as influence 
the mob with the dictates of equity, or remove with argument 
the barriers of popular prejudice. 

You will be apt to infinuate, that fuch an attempt to blow up 
jealoufies, and foment animofity between the people that inhabit 
different parts of the Britifh dominions, at a juncture too, when 
we are involved in an expenfive and dangerous war, is the office 
of an unprincipled wretch, who hath fold himfelf as an emiffary 
to the enemies of his country, and confequently as fuch, mutt be 
detefted by every one who retains the leaft fentiment of patriotifm.. 
—Lack-a-day! how childifhly you argue! It is not to people 
who exercife their reafon, that fuch appeals are made; you are 
not weak enough to imagine, that any man who gives his reafon 
fair play, could, upon reading the general tropes of abufe, fo plen- 
tifully difcharged by the Monitor and his confederates againft the 
Earl of B—te, be infpired with any emotion but that of contempt 
for the worthlefs authors. No, they apply tothe million; to the 
bafe illiberal herd, who have neither fenfe to attain conviction, nor 
fentiment to own the force of truth, who fatten upon the f{poils of 
reputation, and greedily fnuff up the fumes of fcandal, even to 
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Tus is the laft refentce of a gafping faction ; and it has this ad- 
vantage over all others, that it can be enjoyed without talents, de- 
cency, or difcretion. Caft your eyes upon the North Briton of 
laft Saturday, and you will fee what fort of underftrappers are 
~ufed to found the horn of fedition: Never were fuch recruits en- 
lifted by any former officer in the trained bands of flander; never 
before was {uch a babbler admitted into the pack of defamation :— 
qualified, I own, to keep up the cry, and that is all his employers 
require: we expec from your endeavours, (fay they) neither ar- 
as gument nor fact, neither wit nor veracity: all we defire is, that 
you will exalt your throat in general invectives againft E—te, and 
“ « plentif fully befpatter the whole Scotch nation.’”’ He has fully an- 
{wered their purpofe. | 

Having ftirred the fire, prepared the cauldson. and invoked 
the demon of difcord, like the witch in Macbeth, he howls 
aloud, ‘“* Beware the thane of B—te, beware the firft lord com- 
“‘ miffioner of the treafury! He will build bridges over the 
“+ Tweed, and bring in a deluge of his countrymen.”’ If you afk 
‘what this minifter has done to incur thefe fufpicions? Has he 
f{quandred away the national treafure among the natives of North 
Briton? Has he thruft them into places or penfions over the bel- 
lies of better men? Has he difcovered the leaft partiality in 

their favour? No, nothing of this kind has been alledged ; 
but then he is a member of the Scottifh nation, and therefore 
unfit for the office of a Britifh minifter ; unqualified both in prin- 
ciple and capacity. Scotland has given birth to two dangerous 
rebellions——But was the Earl of B—te, or any of his family en- 
gaged in either? No, they were principally concerned in extin- 
guifhing both; and if we condemn a whole nation for the crime 
of a few infurgents, I doubt we muft look for am—r in fome 
other country than in England, which hath been as fruitful in in- 
furrections as any kingdom in Europe.—If Scotland is to be up- 
braided with the laft rebellion, let it alfo be remembered, that 
not one hundredth part of the Scottifh nation was embarked in 
that defperate fcheme: that not one native of Scotland, employed 
in the fervice of the government, fhrunk from his duty, or be- 
trayed his trufton that occafion ; that his Majefty, convinced of 
their fidelity, entrufted the chief command of the forces in South 


Britain, at that ticklith conjuncture, to a Scotchman; that the 
Duke 
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Duke of Cumberland led the Scots by whole regiments againft the 
rebels at Culloden; that the number of Scotchmen in his army 
on that aufpicious day, was at leaft equal to that of their fouthern 
brethren, and every officer that fell on his fide in the battle, “was 
a native of North Britain. Let it be moreover remembered, that 
many of thofe delinquents were cut: off by the fword; that fome 
were offered up as neceflary victims to public juftice; and that the 
furvivors have fince literally wafhed away their offences with their 
blood; witnefs their bones now bleaching in almoft every quarter 
of the globe,—at Cape Breton, Ticonderago, Fort du Quefne, and 
Quebec, in Guadaloupe and Martinique, before the walls of Pon- 
dicherry, and in the plains of Weftphalia; witnefs thofe {warms 
of miferable maimed Highlanders, who are daily feen crawling 
about with fcarce any veftige of the human form, in the fkirts 
of this metropolis: but, the great objection ftill remains, and that 
is infurmountable ; ‘‘ Though Mr. Horace Walpole has paid a 
‘national compliment to the underftanding of Scotchmen, yet 
«* Mr. Walpole, with all his partiality to that people, will not fay 
“that the Scots have any humour: now Lord B—=te being a 
“Scotchman, can have no humour; and if he has no humour, 
‘*‘ how can he pretend to rule the Englifh, who are a nation of 
humoritts ?” 
_ Tus is truly a diverting f{pecimen of the fenfe and fagacity 
of thofe curious penmen, who are hired to rail at the admini- 
{tration : it puts mein mind of an inference made by the ever- 
memorable Orator Henley, when he was once called upon in 
public as an umpire, to decide a difpute between the facetious 
Mr. Foote, and the renowned Opthalmeater, who complained 
that the other had injured his character, by taking him off for 
the entertainment of the town. Mr. Foote alledged that he 
had a particular refpect for the chevalier as an oculift; but that 
he ridiculed him only as an orator, in which character he ap- 
peared ridiculous and unnatural. Orator Henley being defired 
by the audience to decide upon the merits of thofe two gentlemen, 
paffed fentence againft Mr. Foote, “ becaufe, (fays he) as he imi- 
‘€ tates the unnatural parts of the doctor’s character, he is an ent 
‘* natural imitator.” | 

Ir you afk who this Henley was, I will endeavour to give you 


fatisfacion. He was a tall brawny ruftic who had made fhift to 
obtain 
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obtain holy orders, and for a little time enjoyed a {mall curacy ; 
his time was chiefly {pent at Hockley in the Hole, at the Bear- 
garden, in fkittle-grounds, in all cellars, booths, and low b—dy 
houfes, where he diftinguifhed himfelf occafionally as a boxer, 
cudgel-player, and hector. From threfhing cobblers, he took to 
threfhing his own fcull, and commenced author. He attacked all 
ie cotemporary writers, lampooned his Ordinary, and fupplying the 
tt want of genius with impudence and fcurrility, acquired a few ad- 
i mirers among the wits of Butcher-row: the irregularities of his 
| life having brought upon him the cenfure of his bifhop, he was 
deprived of his cure, and turned free-thinker in defpair. He of- 
fered his talents as a political writer to the minifter for the time 
being, and meeting with a repulfe, fet up a paper againft the go- 
vernment, which, though equally replete with virulence and dul- 
nefs, foon funk into contempt. Thus rejected both by church and 
ftate, he opened, what he called, an oratory, among his friends, 
the butchers of Clare-market: there he acted the buffoon in ca- 
nonicals every Sunday, and for fome time fubfifted, by regaling 
his hearers with a ftrange olio of blafphemy, treafon, and non- 
fenfe. Poor Henley was in hopes of attaining the pillory, or of be- 
ing brought to the cart’s-tail ; events which would have given 
him confequence among the multitude on whom he depended ; 
but the miniftry and the bifhops were fo cruel as to take no notice 
of his demerits. The mob grew tired of his harrangues ; even 
his friends of Clare-market fell off: his oratory was deferted: he 
Um had recourfe to dram-drinking, and died in great want and ob{cu- 
i 4 rity. The chapel is now to be let, and perhaps the North Briton 
] \ | may know fome parfon militant, who will prove a worthy fuccef- 
jor to the defundt. 


( Zo be continued. ) 
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